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15th October 2021
Our Inspection Report

Dear Parents and Carers

Our Ofsted report is published and can be found at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/provider/21/112870   
Thank you for contributing to the Ofsted Parent Online Questionnaire and talking to the inspectors. 
We are very proud that Ofsted recognised that our children feel happy and safe and that they ‘love their school’.  We are pleased that they recognised that children with special needs are cared for and make good progress.

‘Pupils have positive attitudes and are keen to learn’. 

‘The school encourages the pupils to develop respect for others.’
We are really pleased that the behaviour of the children and the opportunities we offer them to develop personally are recognised as good.
We strongly believe the quality of education at our school is good and is on track to be even better. We have a really strong strategy for how we teach reading.  Staff are well trained and the Big Cat books we use are up-to-date.  Children are enjoying reading Bakewell Brilliant Books and this makes a real difference.  We teach reading every day and we assess how well the children can read.  We will continue to work with you to ensure children make good progress in reading.

Understandably, there is a focus in any inspection on the curriculum offered. The Ofsted Curriculum Framework altered in September 2019 and we (the staff and governors) had put processes in place to ensure that the new framework was being met, but in March 2020 the Covid Pandemic began.  We are surprised that the report does not mention Covid at all.  From March 2020 we had to abide by DfE Guidance and Derbyshire County Council’s Risk Assessments.  This meant that we needed to focus on keeping families safe and delivering education via the internet or in bubbles, and we could not teach our usual curriculum for over a year. You know, that as a community we all (teachers, TAs and parents) worked hard to make sure the children did English and Maths and other interesting and educational activities every day.  We all tried to make sure children were safe and happy over the lockdowns and I think school and families stayed in touch effectively over this time. 

After the worst of the Covid Pandemic was over, staff and governors got back to a thorough review of the curriculum; the inspection took place within days of our new curriculum being put in place. The report acknowledges that the joint work which we have been undertaking with specialists from other schools had made a significant difference in a short amount of time.   Be assured: that specialist work continues.
We will continue to work to ensure that the school is as good as it can be. 
Your sincerely,
Sarah Owens, Headteacher

Hugo Reynolds, Chair of Governors
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