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18th March 2020
Dear Parents and Carers
COVID-19 Update
I do understand that this is a very difficult time for everyone. At school we are following DfE and  DCC guidance.  We are also doing our best to respond to the individual needs of our families. 
In this letter I will explain:-

· No sanctions for absence

· Informing us about your family situation

· Parents only to visit school if necessary

· Official guidance for absence
· Work for children at home

Attendance and Absence

Usually schools encourage children to keep up a good rate of attendance.  The situation at the moment is very different.  There will be no sanctions for keeping your child at home.
If after reading this letter, you decide your child should be kept at home, please let the school know so we can make sure all children are safe.  

If your child has a cough or a temperature, you should keep you child at home for 14 days and look at the guidance for households on GOV.UK

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
If you or your child fall into one of the groups in the guidance at you may want to keep your child at home as we cannot ensure ‘social distancing’ at school.

This group includes those who are:

· aged 70 or older (regardless of medical conditions)

· under 70 with an underlying health condition listed below (ie anyone instructed to get a flu jab

as an adult each year on medical grounds):

· chronic (long-term) respiratory diseases, such as asthma, chronic obstructive pulmonary

disease (COPD), emphysema or bronchitis

· chronic heart disease, such as heart failure

· chronic kidney disease

· chronic liver disease, such as hepatitis

· chronic neurological conditions, such as Parkinson’s disease, motor neurone

disease, multiple sclerosis (MS), a learning disability or cerebral palsy

· diabetes

· problems with your spleen – for example, sickle cell disease or if you have had your spleen

removed

· a weakened immune system as the result of conditions such as HIV and AIDS, or medicines

such as steroid tablets or chemotherapy

· being seriously overweight (a body mass index (BMI) of 40 or above)

· those who are pregnant
If you are worried that COVID-19 poses a risk to any member of your family, you may wish to keep your child at home.
Mrs Morrell, our School Business Officer, will record how long you intend to keep your child away from school and she will ask that you update us at the end of that period.  This is just to check that we have in school all the children we are expecting and that everyone is accounted for.    I will try to phone each family that is self-isolating weekly.

Parents

Please could I ask parent to limit the time they spend in school?  All events for parents are suspended.  Celebration assemblies will go ahead but parents will not be invited.  We hope to get back to normal as soon as possible.  

Google Classroom

Mr Cusworth is trialling Google Classroom with some parents to make sure it is safe and user-friendly. We will let you know when this is up and running and you will be able to access a bank of educational activities to do with your children.  
If you think we at school can help in any safe way, please just ask.

‘Facts not fear. Clean Hands. Open Hearts.’
Yours sincerely
Sarah Owens
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