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24th  March 2020
Dear Parents and Carers
COVID-19 Update and Information
Difficult times
I hope you were able to enjoy the weather in your garden this week.   We are living in extraordinary and difficult times.   I am sorry that the school is closed but I fully support the reasons behind the closure.
We are doing this in order to slow down the spread of the COVID-19.  Our actions will directly affect the whether some people can get the treatment they need or not.  I want to thank you for co-operating with the school as we try to do what the government has asked us to do.  

By keeping your children at home you are directly reducing the number of people who need to use the NHS, now and in weeks to come.  By keeping your children in your house or your garden you are saving lives.  Thank you.
So while schools are closed children should stay at home.  You should avoid taking them to public places but if you have to go shopping then you should all stay two metres away from other people.  Please don’t be tempted to meet in pub gardens as this is seriously undermining everything schools and hospitals are trying to do at the moment.  Going outside your home or garden for exercise once per day is permitted.   You should not let your children have contact with other children. 

Exercise outside is still permitted and is good for our physical and mental health, but this must be done whilst following the strict ‘two metre’ rule.  

Please check Government guidelines and follow them.

Curriculum

The Government has asked us to ‘care for’ the vulnerable children and children of key workers.   This is not the same as following the National Curriculum.  My staff have devised some activities and projects to make the children’s time at school as enjoyable as possible.  So it is not expected that children at home should ‘keep up’.  

It would be useful if children could maintain some sort of routine and practice some key skills.  It would also be good for them to spend time doing activities with you.  We will be doing activities like gardening, baking and sewing- perhaps you could too.  

You will have seen that my teachers have set up Active Learn and Google Classroom.  Each day my teachers will set activities and challenges to guide the children. Challenges will also be set on Timetables Rockstars.  My teachers will be able to respond to children’s comments and answer queries through Google Classroom.   
Refunds
Some parents will be owed money.  We will be issuing a refund for White Hall,
dinners and after school club.  We have never had to refund such a large sum of money before and tis will take some organising.  Please can I ask for your patience at this time?  Mrs Morrell is working from home and we are still working on setting up systems so she can do this effectively.  I will be in touch next week with an update about refunds.   

Communication

If you have technical problem using Google Classroom or Active Learn, please would you help each other via WhatsApp or our Facebook group.  My teachers will answer questions about school work over Google Classroom.  The phone will be answered where possible and messages will be checked frequently.  You have the school email address for general enquiries and my personal school email address for anything more confidential. 

I will continue to contact you via text and through the website. 

Support 

Our Methodist Minister, Reverend Adrian Perry, has asked me to pass on to you his contact details so that you can contact him should you need to.  He is at revadrianperry@gamil.com
If I can be of any help please do not hesitate to ask.  

'Facts not fear. Clean hands. Open hearts.'
Sarah Owens
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