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5th May 2020
Dear Parents and Carers
5th May Update
I hope you are all well and are coping with the lockdown.  I’m sure, like me you are feeling that it is going on for a long time and are wondering when it will come to an end.  
I have received a letter from DCC saying that the government is likely to make an announcement on Sunday 10th of May about how school might start to reopen.  Of course this is a guess on the part of the DCC and they have no clear idea what the future of education will look like yet.  They, like us, will have to wait to see what the government decide.  Until then, we just have to carry on as we have been doing. 
Thank you for talking to Miss Hudson last week and for contacting the school.  We have been able to get a good idea of things that are going well for you.  Some of you are concerned that your children are not doing enough work and will get left behind.  Please be reassured that we will pick up learning from where your child is when they return to school.  We will put in interventions to enable to catch up with what is expected for their age.  It is much more important that your child is happy and well when they return to school.
So what should your child be doing at home?  The main aim of the lockdown is to limit the spread of the virus.  The government suspended the National Curriculum and all assessment.  They are not expecting children to learn what they normally would or to make the same progress.  So our teachers have been providing activities the children may attempt each day. The main reasons for this is to give your family some of structure to the day and to keep some basic skills going.

Different families have used the work provided in different ways. Some families get up at around school time, work for a few hours and then go for a walk in the afternoon.  Some families give children time to themselves to complete the work.  Some families are not accessing very much of the work and just keep reading and Rock Stars going.  The most important thing is that you do what works for your family.  We all need to get through this time in the best way we can.  We need to keep our children safe, happy and entertained.  If our school work can help, that is fantastic.  If it causing stress and unhappiness it might be best to have a break from it.  
My tips for happily working at home:-
· Don’t try to do it all.  Pick the activities that will suit your family.  

· If today is not the day for building a life sized Egyptian pyramid- don’t do it! 

· Do not print out anything- do work in books provided.  Call school if you need a new book.  I will leave one at your door.  
· Be guided by your children.  If they are enjoying the work, carry on if they getting upset, leave it for another day

· Have rewards.  ‘If you finish this part you can have 10 minutes on Minecraft.’

· Limit the amount of time spent sitting at a screen, especially on a dry day.  Perhaps no more than 3 hours.  

· Have lots of breaks.  Go into the garden as much as you can.  
· If they don’t understand the work and they are keen to work it out, you could, message a teacher on Google Classroom, Google eg ‘What is a fronted adverbial’ or text a friend.  If it is causing stress, just leave it for another day.  (I have been trying to help my son with GCSE Chemistry.  I have not studied Chemistry since 1978- I understand what you are going through!)

· Keep smiling- try to make it as fun as it can be.
· Be on their side and reassure them.

If your circumstances have changed since the beginning of lockdown and you think we should be caring for your child, please see the letter entitled ‘School Closure and Key Workers 2020’, complete the form and send it to me.  The letter is in the COVID-19 section.

Here are the links to the UK Government guidance on home education and to supporting children’s well-being through this period.  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-primary-school-children-continue-their-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
On the Covid-19 area of our website there is a HELP leaflet that has links to Childline, Citizens Advice, Food Banks, drug and alcohol support, Domestic abuse support, and mental health and well-being support.  There is also guidance form Public Health, Derbyshire on talking to children about the pandemic and lockdown.  
https://www.bakewell-jun.derbyshire.sch.uk/page/?title=Covid%2D19&pid=75
If there is anything you think I can help with or you want to talk something through please:-

Phone school and leave a message 01629 812389 

Email info@bakewell-jun.derbyshire.sch.uk 
If it is personal and sensitive then email sowens@bakewell-jun.derbyshire.sch.uk or for other support email revadrianperry@gmail.com 
'Facts not fear. Clean hands. Open hearts.'
Yours sincerely
Sarah Owens
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