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16th May 2020
Dear Parents and Carers
Update on our plans to open the school to more pupils.
Following the announcement from the Government last week, I have been asked to plan for the opening of the school to more children.  We have been assured that this will happen only on the basis that the government’s 5 key tests are met, including the rate of infection decreasing.

I want to share with you the measure we are planning to put in place in order to keep children, the community and staff safe.  Sadly, school would be a very different place when we return.  This is necessary in order to implement the government’s measures.  

I recognise that you may have some concerns about your child returning to school.  Your child will be invited to attend school but there will be no penalty fine if you choose to keep your child at home.  I understand that these are worrying times and I respect your decision to do what is right for your child and your family.
Stopping the spread 

A range of actions are being taken across school to minimise the spread of infection.  These include:

· Avoiding contact with anyone with symptoms

· Frequent hand washing and respiratory hygiene practices

· Regular cleaning of frequently used areas of school

· Minimising contact and mixing.  

What might our provision look like?

I propose our Y6 children continue with the daily online activities that are currently on Google Classrooms whilst at school.  Children would have their own works space in which they would be asked to stay whilst indoors, only moving around when absolutely necessary.  Teachers would not collect books for marking and so a different way of working would have to be developed.  
In school initially we would have a Y6 group and a group for children who have been attending since lockdown- our key-worker group.  These groups would have allocated staff and people from those groups would not mix.  This would depend on how many staff are available.  If illness means I don’t have enough staff to cover a group there may be some mixing. 

Children would have their own stationery at their allocated desk and this would not be shared.  Desks may not be exactly 2m apart.  Practical activities involving equipment, including toys, would be limited. 
These two groups would have separate arrangements for dining and breaks.   

If the weather remains fine, we would go outside for activities.  I am still unclear about what ‘play’ is safe and I will take further advice on this.  
Start and finish times would be staggered and parents would be asked to observe social distancing if collecting a child from the school gate.

Visits to school should be by appointment only.  All parent communication should be via email or phone.  It would be possible for some face to face contact if absolutely necessary.  
Y6 Pupils
The plan is for Y6 children to be invited in on Monday 1st June.  I hope to contact all parents of our Y6 pupils on Monday morning (19th May) to get an idea of how many children are likely to want to come to school.  If you might not be available then or would prefer to set down your concerns in writing please email me at sowens@bakewell-jun.derbyshire.sch.uk
I am working with LMS on transition activities although I doubt any ‘physical’ visits will go ahead.  Children staying at home should still be able to access transitions activities and virtual tours.  We will not be able to do a leavers’ concert but we hope to be able to mark Y6’s leaving in some way.  Ideas are welcome!

Vulnerable Children and Children of Key Workers

Children who were offered a place at the beginning of lockdown should continue to attend.  If your circumstances are likely to change if or when reception, Y1 and Y6 go back to school, please use the ‘Key-Workers form’ on our website and email it directly to me.  The Y6 children in this group would join their peers in Y6 and stay in that group.
Y3, 4 and 5 Pupils

The Government has said it may invite your children in for a month before the Summer Holidays but this would depend on the science.  Until the picture is clear, my teachers will continue to provide activities via Google Classrooms.  As before please use these activities as you need to.  Please continue to ask for help and support as you are doing now.  

After School Club

This will remain closed in order to limit mixing of groups and schools.  
School Holidays

School will be open to our current group over the May Holiday, including the Bank Holiday, but will not be open over the Summer Holiday.

Next week, I will initially be talking to Y6 parents and any parents who think they will need a place in our key-workers group.  I am very interested in the views of other parents and encourage you to contact me.  

'Facts not fear. Clean hands. Open hearts.
Yours sincerely
Sarah Owens
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