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29th May 2020 
Dear Parents and Carers

Wider Opening of Schools

We have been asked by the Government and DCC to plan for the wider opening of our school to Y6 pupils and to look after the children of Critical Workers and other groups.  

I am writing to you to set out our plans.  

Risk Assessment and the Governors

We have undertaken a thorough risk assessment of all aspects of the school and this is now available on our website. The Governing Body approved this risk Assessment at a meeting on 26th May 2020.  They agreed that the risk assessments followed the government guidance.  All staff have read the risk assessment and have been briefed on what it means in practice.  You will also find the most recent ‘LA Actions for Schools’ document that I have included for your information.
Who will be offered a place?
The school will be open to Y6 and to our group of Key Workers’ children- our Kiwi Group.   You should have already been offered a place in this group.  If you think you need a place please read the new guidance on this, available on our website and contact me as soon as possible. Please do not send your child to school unless they are in Y6 or they have been offered a place in the Kiwi Group.   

Although all Y6 and children of key workers are encouraged to attend school, our current plans are based on the numbers of children we now expect to be coming. Plans may have to change if we are to accommodate larger numbers.  This should not be a problem but we just need to know.  
Classes
The school will limit the spread of COVID-19 by keeping staff and pupils in ‘bubbles’ which will have limited contact with each other.  These two separate groups (Y6 and Kiwis) will have separate staff who will not meet the other group, separate breaks and lunchtimes, separate learning areas and separate toilets. Children will have their own resources including a computer, and stationary, and no one else will use these unless they have been cleaned according to our cleaning risk assessment.  
Some staff will have some remote contact with both groups.  Mr Pearson will teach PE to both groups outside.  The groups will be supported by their teachers or TA during PE and this member of staff will provide first aid.   Other staff will be available to provide emotional 1:1 support but this will done at a safe distance and outside if possible. 
All staff will maintain strict social distancing.  Their breaks will be staggered to ensure minimal contact and I have asked them to go home as soon as the children leave school.  
Collective worship will be conducted with each group outside if possible or in the hall if not. 

First Aid and PPE

All school staff have appropriate first aid training and each group has its own first aid kit and PPE equipment.  There is information about PPE usage in each classroom and staff have been shown how to correctly put on, take off and dispose of PPE. 

What to wear

Staff and pupils should wear clean clothes each day.  Clothes worn at school should be put in the washing machine on arrival home from school.  I appreciate that this might make wearing of school uniform difficult.  Summer school uniform (shorts and school top) should be worn if practical.  Children will not be asked to change for PE so clothes should be suitable for physical activity.  If the weather is kind to us clothes can be washed and ready to wear the next day.  If school uniform is not available, other suitable clothes can be worn. I appreciate some children will have grown out of their school shoes and other suitable schools, trainers for example, should be worn.  The usual rules about safe clothing will still apply- see school handbook on the website.  
We want the children to be safe from the virus and safe to be outside.  If you have any questions- please just ask.

The school Day
	8.50am
	Kiwi Group arrive 

	9.15am
	Y6 arrive

	11.45am
	Kiwi Group have lunch

	12.00pm
	Y6 have lunch

	12.15pm
	Kiwi Group have a lunch break 

	12.45
	Y6 have lunch break

	3pm
	Y6 children go home

	3.30pm
	Kiwi Group go home


Arriving at and leaving school

Times for arriving and leaving have been staggered to avoid contact between groups. Only one adult should accompany your child to school.  Only primary aged children should accompany you if they cannot be supervised at home.  Parents should wait in the car or ensure social distancing whilst dropping off and picking up.  If you are waiting in your car please ensure you turn off your car engine.  Please park with consideration for our neighbours: don’t block drives or damage the grass.  Parents should not come past the school gate.  Staff will be on duty to ensure groups observe social distancing when coming into and leaving school.  Staff will escort the children to the washroom to ensure children wash hands properly and use the area safely, observing social distancing.  Kiwi Group will be welcomed at the front door.  Y6 will be welcomed at their own entrance at the side of school.  

At home time, children will be accompanied to the school gate to ensure social distancing.  It is assumed you will collect your child so that social distancing can be maintained. The bottom gate will not be used and will remain locked at all times. 
If you have children in both groups you should bring them at 8.50am and pick them up at 3.30pm.  
What to bring
a clean water bottle each day.  
packed lunch if they normally do this.  

a jumper
a coat.  

Sun hat and sun cream- these should say at school

What should be left at home

bags

personal belongings

stationery

footballs and toys

Books from school will not be sent home.  We will have windows and doors open to promote good air circulation and so classrooms may sometimes be cooler than normal: your child will need a jumper.  We will go outside as much as possible even if it is raining.  Please ensure you child brings a suitable coat.  We will not be able to lend them one if they forget.   
Hand washing

Children will be reminded of how to wash their hand properly and for how long.  This will be done-
On arrival at school, 

Before and after outdoor activities, including break,
Before eating,
Before leaving school,
After sneezing, coughing or touching face. 

Social distancing at break and in PE
There is national guidance from The PE Association that we will follow for PE and outdoor activities.  This can be found on our website.  Children will be supervised at breaks and given advice about what games they can play or what activities that they can undertake.  I know that some of the children like to chat and this is fine.  Sports and games where contact might be made or injuries might happen will not be allowed.   Running, racing and skipping are acceptable and equipment will be managed by supervising staff.  
We understand children will forget to remain socially distant and this is factored in to part of our plan.  Children will be appropriately reminded to remain physically distant from each other.  No one will be told off for forgetting to keep distant from their friends. 

The Curriculum
The National curriculum and all assessments have been suspended.  Children at home and in school will not be following the national curriculum and our capacity for providing the usual broad and engaging curriculum is limited.  Online activities will continue to be provided for children at home and at school.  All children will do White Rose maths, English activities set out on Google Classrooms and topic activities often from Oak National Academy.  

New School Rules
The governors have agreed these rules and they now form part of our behaviour policy.

Please talk to your children about these new rules.  

* Children will all enter and exit school via the Stoney Close entrance to school and car park gates, keeping a social distance following markings on the floor.
* Children will be asked to wash their hands with soap and water at regular intervals throughout the day.

* Children will remain in their new class group at all times during the school day.

* Children will be reminded to use tissues and to cover their mouths when sneezing and coughing and then to wash their hands.  ‘Catch it, bin it, kill it’ will be on posters around school.

* Children experiencing any symptoms of coronavirus will be sent home.

* Children will have their own space in the classroom and will be reminded to keep their own pencil, etc, for themselves.

* Children will be guided to different zones of the playground if unable to keep a distance from each other at playtimes.

* Children will be rewarded for following social distancing rules using the behaviour systems in class.​

* Children who intentionally and repeatedly cough or spit at others will be sent home. 
Children will be kindly and gently and encouraged to remember the rules but will not be told off if they forget.  If children deliberately and persistently break our rules and put other children in danger, this will put their place at school at this time at risk.   

Illness
If your child has any of the symptoms of Covid-19, they should not attend school.  You should contact 111 and follow the government advice on self-isolating.  Children displaying symptoms of the virus will be sent home.  They may return to school after a period of self-isolation or when evidence of a negative test result can be produced.  
Whilst you child is awaiting for collection they will be supervised appropriately and staff have been briefed on this procedure.

Where the child, young person or staff member tests positive, the rest of their class or group will be sent home and advised to self-isolate for 14 days.  I would inform you about this immediately.  
Closed Door Policy- sorry!
My staff have been instructed to answer the door via the intercom.  Visitors to school will not be allowed access unless they have a prior appointment.  Please do not be offended by this; it is to limit the number of people in school and to keep our children safe.  If you need to talk to someone this can be done by phone.  It is possible to arrange a face to face meeting- outside for example.  Please just let us know.  

This is a physical closed door policy.  I do still want to hear your views and would encourage you to contact me or your child’s teacher you have any questions or issues.

Stay Alert, Control the Virus

To keep our groups virus-free it is important that we all still carefully follow the government guidance which means staying at home as much as possible and observing strict social distancing.  The guidance now says that from Monday up to 6 people from 2 families can meet outside, perhaps in a garden but still maintain a 2m distance.  It asks you to limit the number of people you meet.  If your child is attending school we expect you to adhere strictly to this guidance.
I will try to speak to as many of you as I can over the next week but if there is something in particular you want to ask please phone school and leave a message.  Alternatively you can email info@bakewell-jun.derbyshire.sch.uk at or if it is more personal sowens@bakewell-jun.derbyshire.sch.uk
I am really looking forward to seeing some of our pupils over the next few weeks.  I am sorry that their school experience will not be as enjoyable as it has been in the past and I look forward to a day when we can return to an ‘old normal’.  Until then we will take the best care of your children we can in these unusual times.
Truth not fear, clean hands, open hearts.
Yours sincerely
Sarah Owens
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