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19th August 2020
Dear Parents and Carers 
Final Arrangements for the New Term- September 2020
We are looking forward to seeing the children back in school in September.  School starts on Thursday 3rd September.  

I know many of you are looking forward to it, as are your children but for some this might be a worrying time.  The Government has issued comprehensive guidance about how schools should ensure they are safe for everyone and contribute to controlling the virus.  You can see on our website the risk assessment we have undertaken to ensure we comply with this guidance.  The Governing Body approved this on 17th August 2020.  This letter sets out what that means in practice.  We believe we have made our school as safe as possible whilst ensuring we can get on with the job of learning and having fun.  
Things will be different and it would be a good idea if you could go through this letter with your child before they arrive on the 3rd.  We will be going through our new rules and systems when they arrive.   
	Minimise Risk
	People with one of the COVID-19 symptoms should not attend school
	Symptoms
· A temperature

· A cough

· Loss of smell or taste

If anyone in your household or bubble has one of these symptoms, your child should not attend school.  

If your child has one of these symptoms they should not attend school.

If your child develops one of these symptoms you will be asked to collect them as a matter of urgency. 

Please ensure you fill in an updated information sheet when they are sent out so we can contact you. 

	
	Handwashing is important.
	Please make sure your child has washed their hands before they come to school.  Remember they should use soap and count to twenty.  
They will be supervised to wash their hands-

· When they arrive

· Before and after playtime

· Before and after lunchtime

· Before going home.

	
	Good respiratory hygiene
	Children will be taught ‘Catch it. Bin it. Kill it.’, to help them to remember to use a tissue and put them in the bin.  Tissues will be available in the classroom.

	
	Cleaning
	The school is thoroughly cleaned before the children arrive every day.  All seats and other furniture are cleaned between use.  Dining tables are cleaned between use. 

	
	Bubbles and social distancing
	Children will be in a class ‘bubble’.  This means children in that bubble will have very little contact with children from another bubble- even if they are in the same family.  They will have different- 

· Start and finish times
· Breaks and playtimes
· Lunch times

· Collective worship times



	
	PPE and masks
	Masks will not be worn by children or staff.
Children arriving in masks will be asked to remove them.  If the guidance on this changes I will let you know.  Please contact me if you have concerns.

	
	Test and Trace and confirmed cases
	We will engage with the NHS Test and Trace process and know how to contact our local Public Health England health protection team.  We will not allow pupils into school if they have symptoms, and send pupils home to self-isolate if they develop symptoms in school.  We will contact the local health protection team (in case of suspected symptoms).  We will send home those people who have been in close contact with any person who has tested positive, advising them to self-isolate for 14 days since they were last in close contact with that person when they were infectious. We will contact and work closely with health protection team who will provide definitive advice on who must be sent home and measures which must be taken in the event of school having two or more confirmed cases within 14 days, or an overall rise in sickness absence where coronavirus (COVID-19) is suspected.

	
	Bubbles and groupings
	You will have seen from my previous letter how the classes are grouped.  The three groups will remain as separate as possible.  Hardwick and Longshaw will share the area outside their classroom, toilets and the dining hall although they will do so at a 2m distance.  This means that is there is a confirmed case in one class bubble, only that class will have to be sent home to self-isolate.  

	How will school work?
	Attendance
	The Department for Education (DfE) expects all children to attend school as normal.   This means that children should only be kept at home if they are ill, have COVID-19 symptoms, have a medical appointment or have another reason set out in our Attendance Policy.

We do understand the anxiety this may cause some children and parents.  If you are worried you can speak to your GP or to me.  
If your child is not going to attend school please let us know by leaving a message on the school phone.   

	
	Safeguarding
	The safety of your children is our priority.  We will talk to all our children to make sure they feel safe and well and to identify any help we could provide.  If you have any concerns about your family situation or about another child please contact me or Mr Cusworth.  You can find our policy and other resources on our website in Information for parents and Safeguarding-here https://www.bakewell-jun.derbyshire.sch.uk/page/?title=Safeguarding&pid=33

	
	Staffing
	All staff will return to school if they can.  If teachers need to be at home, they will contribute to the planning of lessons and to the setting of work for children who need to be at home.  Your child has an allocated class teacher but will be taught by several staff.  This is so we can make optimum use of our teachers and Teaching Assistants (TAs).  For example if a teacher needs to self-isolate or ‘shield’, they will prepare work for their class but the lesson will be delivered by a qualified TA.  I monitor the quality of al planning and teaching in the school.  This means we can use staff who know your children and we do not need to bring in a supply teacher.  I will also release teachers to undertake specific catch-up work with groups and individuals.  Their class will be covered by a TA teaching the lesson prepared by the teacher.  This is normal practice.   

All staff will try to remain 2m away from the children when in the classroom.

Visiting teachers will be welcomed back in to school and I will work with them on the safety measure we have put in place.

	
	Lunchtimes
	Children will be able to choose their meal from a safe distance and collect their tray from the cook.  They will eat in a sittings with their class bubble. They will be seated in rows with 3 children at a table.  
Children will remain socially distant as they return their own tray.

	
	Breaks and playtimes
	At morning lunch and afternoon breaks, the children will only play with children from their own class.  We cannot ‘play’ indoors so children need a warm, waterproof coat and weather-proof shoes every day.  They may bring a healthy snack that fits in their lunch box or coat pocket.  Hands will be washed before and after playtimes.  
Children will be advised to remain distant from each other but will not be reprimanded for forgetting.  The class teacher will talk to children about what games are good to play at the moment.  No personal belongings or toys are allowed in school at the moment.  Any school equipment used at breaks will be cleaned before and after use.  

	
	Collective worship
	Collective worship will take place in the classroom Singing in doors is not allowed.  We may be able to have collective worship outdoors when the weather is suitable.  
Celebration assembly will take a different form as we cannot invite parents into school.  There will be more information about this in September.

	
	Clubs- extracurricular activities
	A full range of after school clubs will be available.  These will be run safely adhering to our risk assessment.  Children from different classes will be allowed to join the same club

	
	After school care ASC
	We will be able to run our after school care and children from the infant school and different bubbles will be able to attend.  We will try to ensure the children remain distant from each other when inside and they will play outside whenever possible.  All tables, chairs and toys will be cleaned before and after use.  Snack will be served in the hall maintaining the highest levels of hygiene and social distancing.  

	
	What will my child need to wear
	All children should wear our school uniform from Wednesdays to Fridays.  Uniform does not need to be washed every day. Full details of school uniform can be found in the ‘Parents Handbook’ on our website under ‘Information for Parents’ 
Children will not get changed for PE so they should wear PE kit all day on Mondays and Tuesdays.  This should be a white top; a school jumper, cardigan or hoody; plain dark shorts, leggings or joggers and dark trainers.  
When you are looking for a winter coat for your child this year, please try to get a warm, waterproof one.  We will be spending as much time as we can outside.  We will not be able to ‘play’ or do PE inside.  Hats and gloves should be stored in coat pockets.  

	
	What should my child bring?
	All equipment needed to carry out work at school will be provided.

Your child should bring a warm coat and their school jumper.  They must not bring a bag as we will not be using the cloak rooms.  School bags will be stored in the office for collection by parents.
A healthy snack can be brought to school in your child’s lunch box or coat pocket.  
All children should bring a clean water bottle each day.  A drink can be provided with the lunchtime meal. 
Homework will be set on Google Classrooms.

	
	Contacting school
	Please do not come down the drive.  I am very sorry about this as we recognise how important it is to have good communication with parents.  If you want to tell us something please leave a message on the school phone or use the school email (if it is of a private nature you may want to use sowens@bakewell-jun.derbyshire.sch.uk).  We can also use video conferencing for some meetings and face to face meetings can be possible in certain circumstances.  


	
	Arriving and Leaving
	Arrive

Leave

Eyam

8.40am

3.10pm

Longshaw

8.50am

3.20pm

Hardwick

9am

3.30pm

In the morning would you arrive with your child at the front gate exactly on time.  Children should not be sent to school early.  They will not be allowed into beyond the school gate. Please do not walk down the drive. The supervising adult will be at the gate to collect the children at the exact time.  Please could I politely request that you leave immediately you have dropped off your child. 
At the end of the day please arrive exactly at your time.  If you are early or late you may overlap with another group’s pick up time, causing a large gathering at the gate.  Children will leave by the front gate. Siblings should arrive and leave at the earlier time. 
I realise these new times will cause some of you difficulties as you may have children to drop off at the infant school.  Please talk to me about how we can resolve this for you.

	Curriculum
	What will we be learning?
	We have been asked to teach an ambitious broad curriculum.  We will be planning and teaching all subjects, but emphasis will be given to making sure all children catch up in English and maths.  The curriculum will go back to normal in the Summer Term.    We have a new maths scheme and this will focus on place value and number for the first part of the year.  Most children will be given work suitable for their age and given support if they find this difficult.  We are also expecting some children to be on track and these children will be given challenging work as normal.  

	
	Assessment
	We will be working hard to find any gaps in leaning that the children have.  We will do this by observing what they can do in lessons, talking to them and giving them short quizzes and tests.
We also appreciate that many children may take some time to adjust to school routine, especially if they have not been in school since March.  See ‘Wellbeing’.

	
	Remote education
	We expect that some children will be absent due to having symptoms themselves or having to self-isolate.  We will be providing high quality activities in maths, English, science and topic work through Google Classrooms.  Children will be expected to keep up with school work whilst self-isolating.  They should not do work if they are ill and need to rest to recover.

	
	PE
	PE will take place outdoors.  We will not be doing PE in the hall at the moment.  Children will need to come to school in PE kit on Mondays and Tuesdays as described in ‘What my child should wear’, above.  

	
	Catch up
	We already run a successful ‘Catch Up’ programme ad this will be part of our work to ensure all children are where that should be in English and maths by the Easter break.  I will also be asking teachers to lead and deliver other intervention work throughout the school day.  You can support your child by making sure they do their homework and read with you every day

	
	Wellbeing
	We understand that every family experienced lockdown in a different way.  For some it was a quiet time where life went on as normal and for some it might have been a stressful or sad time.  We are expecting to have to meet a range of needs when term starts.  Staff are already skilled in listening to children and responding to their needs.  We have a number of teaching resources available to help us support the mental and emotional health and well-being of all pupils.  If there is anything you wish us to know about your child or that you wish to discuss with us. Please get in touch.  














































‘Facts not fear. Clean hands. Open hearts.’

Sarah Owens
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